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The Chair appointed the folloing committees: 

To nominate officers: Professors W. A. Hervey, Albert 
Schinz, J. S. P. Tatlock. 

To audit the Tresurer's accounts: Professors J. F. 
Mason, W. A. Adams, Frederick Tupper. 

On resolutions: Professors M. W. Croll, Mary V. 
Young, D. B. Shumway. 

On a cumulativ index: Professors E. H. Wilkins, 
William Kurrelmeyer, W. W. Lawrence, W. H. Ohenery, 
Lane Cooper. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. "The Cadences of the Collects." By Professor 

Morris W. Croll, of Princeton University. 

[During 1912 Mr. John Shelly publish t a paper in the Church 
Quarterly Review/ asserting the fairly regular observance in the Col- 
lects of the three cadence-forms of medieval Latin prose. In the 
first part of Professor Croll's paper his statements wer tested by a 
re-examination of the Prayer-Book. In the second part some new 
principles wer formulated concerning the influence of the Latin ca- 
dence in English, with a view to placing this subject on a broader 
and sounder basis. — Twenty minutes.] 

2. " Henry James as a Critic of the French Novel." 

By Professor James F. Mason, of Cornell University. 

[James's knoledge of the French novel. His point of view as a 
critic. His critical judgments. The influence and importance of 
his critical articles in England and America. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professors H. A. Todd and 
D. S. Blondheim. 

3. " Destinies ou Poemes phUosophiques? Remarques 
critiques sur le titre du recueil posthume d' Alfred de 
Vigny." By Professor Fernand Baldensperger, of Co- 
lumbia University. 
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[II est possible que Vigny, hesitant vers 1851-1853 entre le titre de 
Poemes philosophiques et celui de Destinies, ait decidement choisi ce 
dernier. II est plus probable que son legataire universel a donnfi la 
preference — pour diverses raisons — a ce pluriel emouvant. Une idee 
d'irremediable fatality est evidemment attachee a ce mot: servant 
d'etiquette, en quelque sorte, au recueil entier, il lui eonfere une in- 
tention, implicite et latente, d'absolu pessimisme. Cette idee n'est 
conforme, ni a ce que nous savons par ailleurs de la pensfie de Vigny, 
ni a la signification reel'le des poemes philosophiques. — Twenty min- 
utes.] 

During the reading of this and the folloing paper Pro- 
fessor H. A. Todd occupied the chair. 

4. " An unpublisht Fifteenth-Century English version 

of Eichard Bolle's Mending of Life." By Professor 

William H. Hulme, of Western Eeserve University. 

[Worcester Cathedral Library MS. 172 contains an unpublisht Eng- 
lish version — probably not by Richard Misyn — of Richard Rolle's 
Mending of Life. Its importance and its linguistic peculiarities. — 
Twenty minutes.'] 

5. " Charles Timothy Brooks as a Translator from the 

German." By Professor Camillo von Klenze, of the 

College of the City of New York. 

[Charles Timothy Brooks, for many years Unitarian minister in 
Newport, R. I., was intensely interested in the study of German 
literature. In the course of a long life he translated not only Faust, 
Wilhelm Tell, and a great number of German poems, but also Jean 
Paul's Titan, Unsichtbare Loge, and other works, Riiekert's Weisheit 
des Brahmanen, Kortum's Jobsiade, Busch's Max und Moritz, several 
of Auerbach's stories, Grillparzer's Ahnfrau, a comedy by Hans 
Sachs, etc.. etc. Som of these remaind in MS., the others ar found 
in book form and scatterd thru innumerable newspapers and maga- 
zines of the day. In all he may be considerd the most prolific and 
versatil translator from the German that the English-speaking 
nations hav produced. — Thirty minutes.] 

During the reading of this paper Professor C. H. Grand- 
gent occupied the chair. 
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At half-past five o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday, 
December 27, there was a meeting of the American Dialect 
Society in Lampson Lyceum. 

At half-past seven o'clock in the evening of Thursday, 
December 27, the members of the Association dined to- 
gether as guests of Yale University in The President's 
Room in Memorial Hall. 

At half-past nine o'clock in the evening of Thursday, 
December 27, the Secretary red in Lampson Lyceum an 
address written by the President of the Association, Pro- 
fessor Kuno Francke, entitled, " The Idea of Progress from 
Leibniz to Goethe." 



SECOND SESSION, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28 

The session began at 9.45 a. m., Professor O. M. John- 
ston, Vice-President, in the chair. 

On behalf of the Committee on the Reproduction of 
Erly Texts the Secretary reported for Professor J. W. 
Cunliffe, Chairman, that progress was being made; and 
on the Secretary's motion the Committee was unanimusly 
continued. 

Professors W. H. Hulme, W. E. Mead, and A. C. L. 
Brown spoke on the subjects of rotographs, on the previus 
day referd to this Committee. 

On behalf of the Trustees of the Permanent Fund the 
Secretary reported for President W. A. Neilson, Managing 
Trustee, that the fund had increased in 1917 by $290, 
and amounted to $7,055. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 
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6. " The Biliteral Cipher of Sir Francis Bacon." By 

Professor Jesse F. Mack, of Hillsdale College. 

[Modern use of the cipher in military and diplomatic affairs throes 
much light upon the Biliteral Cipher invented by Sir Francis Bacon 
and explaind in the Advancement of Learning of 1605, and illustrated 
much more fully in the Be Augmentis Scientiarum of 1623. Even 
more light is throen upon the subject by som recent investigations 
and experiments with Seventeenth^Century type and by som experi- 
ments conducted in the distinguishing of type fonts in books of the 
erly Seventeenth Century by youths, uninitiated in any cipher 
lore. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professors A. C. L. Brown, 
F. W. Chandler, and P. IS. Scott. 

7. " The Technique of Lessing's Pardbel." By Pro- 
fessor Luise Haessler, of Hunter College of the City of 
New York. 

[Two parts: description of palace and narrativ of quarrel over 
plans. Unity achievd by imperceptible transition and recurrence of 
main theme. Description truly architectural. Sentences and para- 
graphs fitted together like stones of palace. Massing of duality 
produces impression of symmetry and stability. The human element 
of the description and the dramatic close of the narrativ serv to 
sustain the interest. — Twenty minutes.] 

Mr. E. H. Babbitt announced at this point a form of 
national servis in which members of the Association wer 
invited to cooperate. 

8. " Bobert Browning and Alfred Austin." By Pro- 
fessor William Lyon Phelps, of Yale University. 

[Browning's attitude toward adverse criticism — his allusion to it 
in Pippa Passes, 1841 — his long silence — his fierce attacks on the 
critics in the Pacchiarotto volume in 1876 — reason for this — his 
rough treatment of Alfred Austin occasiond by the attack on him 
made by Austin in 1870 — Austin's remarks on the Victorian age in 
The Poetry of the Period — his allusion to Browning — changes made 
by Browning while reading proof of his new book in 1876 — no allu- 
sion to Austin in the manuscript — Browning's defense of his own 
methods in the Pacchiarotto volume. — Twenty-five minutes.] 
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9. "A Stylistic Study of the Peasant Language in 
Ferdinand Fabre's Le Chevrier." By Professor Ray P. 
Bowen, of Syracuse University. 

[Ferdinand Fabre, chief novelist of French peasant life. Le Chev- 
rier, the most important of his romans-champ4tres, is told entirely 
in the speech of a peasant. This language, modeld after the style 
of the sixteenth-century writers, givs in its quaintness the impression 
of an actual patois. Discussion of the author's method. Sainte- 
Beuve's criticism. The poet Mistral's enthusiastic praise. — Twenty 
minutes.] 

10. "John Hardy, a West Virginia Ballad." By 

Professor John H. Cox, of West Virginia University. 

[Variants of the song, its inception, groeth, and significance in 
relation to the theories of ballad origins. — Twenty minutes.] 

During the reading of this paper Professor A. C. L. 
Brown, Vice-President, occupied the chair. 

For the Auditing Committee Professor W. A. Adams 
reported that the Tresurer's accounts had been found 
correct ; and on motion of Professor L. F. Mott the Tres- 
urer's Report was unanimusly accepted. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon of Friday, December 28, 
there was a meeting of the Concordance Society. 

Depabtmentax Meetings 

At half-past two o'clock in the afternoon of Friday, 
December 28, three Departmental Meetings wer held as 
f olloes : 

ENGLISH 

Lampson Lyceum 

Chairman: Professor Henry Seidel Canby, of Yale 
University. 

Secretary: Professor Wilbur Owen Sypherd, of Dela- 
ware College. 
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11. " English Literature versus Literary History." 
By Professor Frederick Erastus Pierce, of Yale Univer- 
sity, and Professor Charles Cestre, of Harvard University. 

These papers wer discust by Professors J. H. Cox, C. T. 
Winchester, Frank Aydelotte, R. A. Rice, and W. H. 
Hulme. 

12. " The Relation of English Composition to the Rest 
of the Curriculum." By Professor Frank William Scott, 
of the University of Illinois. 

In the absence of the author this paper was red by his 
colleag, Professor Jacob Zeitlin. 

The nominating committee appointed by the Chairman 
nominated as officers for the meeting of 1918 : 

Chairman: Professor C. S. Baldwin, of Columbia Uni- 
versity; Secretary: Professor C. Gc. Osgood, of Princeton 
University ; and they wer duly elected. 

GEBMAN 

Room 16, Lampson Hall 

Chairman : Professor Robert Herndon Fife, Jr., of Wes- 
leyan University. 

Secretary: Professor William Addison Hervey, of Co- 
lumbia University. 

A committee on nominations, consisting of Professor E. 
H. Mensel, Chairman, Professor Marian P. Whitney, and 
Dr. F. W. C. Lieder, was appointed, to report later in the 
meeting. 

13. " The Study of German Literature in Undergrad- 
uate Courses." By Professor Camillo von Klenze, of the 
College of the City of New York. 
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Discussion : — 

1 ) The Arrangement of Reading Matter in Intermediate 

and Advanced Courses with a View to Literary 
Development. By Professor Marshall Blakemore 
Evans, of the Ohio State University. 

2) The Presentation of Classical Literature. By Pro- 

fessor Karl Detlev Jessen, of Bryn Mawr College. 

3) The Presentation of Nineteenth Century Literature. 

By Professor Frederick W. J. Heuser, of Columbia 
University. 

4) Synoptic Courses in the History of German Litera- 

ture. By Professor Albert Bernhardt Faust, of 
Cornell University. 

General discussion of the respectiv papers and of re- 
lated questions folloed. 

The Committee on Nominations reported the nomina- 
tion of Professor Daniel B. Shumway, of the University 
of Pennsylvania, as Chairman, and of Professor Herbert 
Z. Kip, of the Connecticut College for Women, as Secre- 
tary, for the ensuing year. On motion one ballot was cast 
and Professors Shumway and Kip wer declared elected. 

After discussion it was recommended that a sectional 
meeting devoted to pedagogical topics be held next year. 
It was further 

Resolvd: That the German section of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation favors an additional departmental meeting for the presen- 
tation of technical papers other than pedagogical. 
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ROMANCE LANGUAGES 

Room 2, Lampson Hall 

Chairman : Professor James Geddes, Jr., of Boston Uni- 
versity. 

Secretary: Dr. Luther Herbert Alexander, of Columbia 
University. 

14. " Modern Manuscripts." By Dr. Richard Thayer 
Holbrook, of D. C. Heath & Co. 

15. " Teaching American Soldiers a little French." 
By Professor Charles Alfred Downer, of the College of the 
City of New York. 

In connection with the subject treated in this paper Pro- 
fessor E. C. Armstrong advocated the appointment of a 
committee to coordinate the work of teachers of Romance 
languages with the present needs of American soldiers. 
His motion to this effect was unanimusly adopted and 
recommended to the meeting of the Association on the 
folloing morning. 

16. " The Study of Italian in the American College." 
By Professor Ernest Hatch Wilkins, of the University of 
Chicago. 

In the absence of Professor Wilkins this paper was red 
by Professor Geddes. 

17. "The Phonetic Society." By Professor Earle 
Brownell Babcock, of New York University. 

This paper was discust by Dr. E. C. Hills. 

18. " Why Some of us teach the Spanish-American 
Pronunciation." By Professor Frederick Bliss Luquiens, 
of Yale University. 
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19. " The use of Literary Texts in the early stages of 
Instruction in Spanish." By Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, 
of the High Schools of the City of New Tork. 

After four o'clock in the afternoon of Friday, December 
28, the Elizabethan Club was open to members of the 
Association for an exhibition of rare volumes in th« library 
of the Club; and at the same time there was a Goethe 
exhibition from the William A. Speck Collection in the 
University Library. 

From five to six o'clock in the afternoon of Friday, 
December 28, members of the Association wer receivd by 
President and Mrs. Hadley in the Yale Art School. 

At seven o'clock in the evening of Friday, December 28, 
the ladies of the Association dined together as guests of 
Yale University in The President's Room in Memorial 
Hall. 

At eight o'clock in the evening of Friday, December 28, 
the gentlemen of the Association wer entertaind at a 
smoker at the Graduates Club. Professor William Lyon 
Phelps narrated som of his visits to English scenes and 
to contemporary English men of letters. 



THIRD SESSION, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29 

The session began at 9.55 a. m., Professor 0. M. Johns- 
ton in the chair. 

For the Committee on Resolutions Professor D. B. 
Shumway reported as f olloes : 

Resolvd: that we, the members of the Modern Language Associa- 
tion, place on record our grateful appreciation of the generosity and 
thoughtfulness of our hosts at Yale University. To President and 
Mrs. Hadley for their hospitable reception, to Professor William 
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Lyon Phelps for his delightful and witty talk at the smoker, to the 
directors of the Graduates Club and the Elizabethan Club for the 
privileges extended by them, to the Library, the Art School, and the 
School of Music for kindly opening to us their valuable collections, 
and to the members of the Local Committee for their untiring zeal 
and uniform curtesy we wish especially to extend our harty thanks. 
Everything that cud make for our comfort and enjoyment has been 
foreseen and skilfully provided for. 

The foregoing Resolution was unanimusly adopted and 
the thanks of the Association wer exprest accordingly. 

The Secretary reported that the ladies of the Association 
had elected as their representativs for the year 1918 the 
folloing committee: Professors Marian P. Whitney, Isa- 
belle Bronk, Laura Lockwood, Luise Haessler, Carrie A. 
Harper. The President constituted these representativs 
a committee of the Association. 

For the Nominating Committee Professor W. A. Hervey 
reported as folloes : 

For President: Professor Edward C. Armstrong, of 
Princeton University. 

For Vice-Presidents : Professors Marian P. Whitney, of 
Vassar College ; Ernest H. Wilkins, of the University of 
Chicago; Frank W. Chandler, of the University of Cin- 
cinnati. 

On motion of the Secretary the report was unanimusly 
adopted and the nominees wer declared elected to their 
several offices for the year 1918. 

On behalf of the Departmental Meeting of Romance 
scolars held on the previus day Dr. L. H. Alexander pre- 
sented the folloing Resolution : 

Resolvd: that the incoming President of the Association be di- 
rected to appoint an executiv committee of five on Romance Language 
Instruction and the War; the functions of said committee being: 
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to cooperate with the proper Governmental agencies regarding the 
instruction of our soldiers in the languages of our Allies; to keep 
the teachers of Romance informd of the opportunities for useful 
servis; and in general to further in any way within their province 
the successful prosecution of the War. 

That the President of the Association is empowerd, after consul- 
tation with the chairman of the said exeeutiv committee, to appoint 
an advisory committee of such larger membership as shal seem best, 
to co5perate with the exeeutiv committee. 

That the Tresurer of the Association be directed to pay from the 
funds of the Association the necessary clerical and postal expenses 
of the committee, as certified by the chairman, to a sum not exceding 
seventy-five dollars. 

The foregoing Resolution was unanimusly adopted. 

The Secretary askt for the opinion of the meeting as to 
whether in 1918 concurrent Departmental Meetings for 
the discussion of pedagogical matters wer desirable, and on 
his motion it was, after discussion in which Professors H. 
S. Canby and E. H. Fife, Jr., and Mr. H. B. Hinckley 
participated, 

Resolvd: that this meeting favors the provision in the program 
of 1918 of three concurrent Departmental Meetings for the discussion 
of pedagogical matters. 

The Secretary having suggested that concurrent Depart- 
mental Meetings for the discussion of the more technical 
papers in the varius fields of scolarship might also be ex- 
pedient, a discussion ensued in which Professors A. B. 
Faust, E. H. Fife, Jr., Marian P. Whitney, L. F. Mott, 
W. A. Hervey, and Mr. H. B. Hinckley participated, and 
on motion of Professor W. L. Phelps it was unanimusly 

Resolvd: that a part of the last day of the meeting of 1918 be 
devoted to separate sessions for the reading and discussion of 
technical papers, if in the judgment of the Secretary such an 
arrangement is feasible. 

The reading of papers was thereupon resumed. 
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20. " The Identity of the Gothic with the Early Ger- 
manic Vocalism." By Professor Hermann Collitz, of the 
Johns Hopkins University. 

[The opinion that in Gothic the essential features of the Erly 
Germanic vocalism ar preserve! was exprest by the author in a 
review of A. Kock's " Umlaut und Brechung im Altschwedischen," 
M. L. Notes, Jan., 1917, p. 44. In the present paper he explaind 
more fully the reasons for his view. Som of the questions examind 
wer: (1) the origin of the Gothic "broken" vowels ai and au; (2) 
the nature of the West Germanic e in words like beran, wesan, geba; 
( 3 ) the mutual relation between the Germanic vowels o and «, e. g., 
in the Gothic nouns dauhtar, juk, kaurn, wulfs. — Twenty minutes.] 

In the unavoidable absence of Professor Collitz this 
paper was red by his colleag, Professor Henry Wood. 

21. "Bunyan's Holy War and the Conflict Type of 
Morality Play." By Professor James B. Wharey, of the 
University of Texas. 

[Bunyan's Holy War contains interesting echoes of the old Morali- 
ties of the conflict type. In theme, plot, and scheme of caracters 
the parallelism is striking. The influence of the Moralities was in 
all probability not direct, but was transmitted thru certain pre- 
Bunyan allegories. — Fifteen minutes.'] 

22. " French Vers libre." By Professor Mathurin M. 
Dondo, of Smith College. 

[The reforms of the Romanticists, carried a step farther by Ver- 
laine, led to the vers libre. Vers libre maintains the essential prin- 
ciples of French versification, namely, the rhythmic elements. It 
givs the words their phonetic value, it makes the syllabic numeration 
subservient to the rhythm, and uses rhyme and assonance as a 
rhythmic or musical effect. — Twenty minutes.] 

23. " Democracy in Russian Literature." By Pro- 
fessor Clarence Linton Meader, of the University of 
Michigan. 

[I. The fusion since 1775 of western (especially French and Ger- 
man) democratic ideas with those indigenus in Eussia. II. Democ- 
racy as reveald in the subject matter of Russian literature (Karam- 
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zin, Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevski, Tolstoi, Gorki, Andreev, the " Back 
to the Village " movement ) . III. Democracy in Russian literary- 
stile: (1) Sentimentalism, Romanticism, Realism; (2) the literary 
language. — Twenty minutes.] 

24. "Epic Formulas in La3amon's Brut." By Pro- 
fessor John S. P. Tatlock, of Leland Stanford Jr. Uni- 
versity. 

[A discussion of epic formulas in La^amon's Brut, and of the light 
that they thro on its literary relations and on twelfth and thirteenth 
century literary conditions. — Twenty minutes.'] 

At 12.15 p. m. the Association adjurnd. 



PAPERS RED BY TITLE 

The folloing papers, presented to the Association, wer 
red by title only : 

25. " Chaucer and Seneca." By Professor Harry Morgan Ayres, 
of Columbia University. 

[Chaucer's acquaintance with Seneca, especially with the Epistles, 
is more extensiv than has yet been recognized, and in the Troilus 
particularly is turnd to interesting artistic account.] 

26. "Charles Churchill's Treatment of the Couplet." By Dr. 
Joseph M. Beatty, Jr., of Goucher College. 

[All the verse that Charles Churchill wrote was in couplet form, 
either heroic or octosyllabic. By his frequent use of run-on lines 
and run-on couplets he injected into his most impassiond argumen- 
tative passages a welth of oratorical brilliance to which even Dryden 
and Pope rarely attaind. Investigation shoes that many of these 
passages ar directly affected by Shakespearean plays acted in London 
by David Garrick during Churchill's residence there.] 

27. " The English Element in Swedish Romanticism." By Dr. 
Adolph B. Benson, of Yale University. 

[An English element is conspicuus in the periodical literature of 
Swedish Romanticism. The introduction of Shakespeare into the 
ultra-conservativ Swedish capital necessitated a campain of unusual 
persistency and vigor. This campain was carried on by the so-cald 



